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TERRORISM (PREVENTATIVE DETENTION) AMENDMENT BILL 2007 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 20 June. 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys) [7.56 pm]:  Let me assure members that I would not dream of emulating the 
previous speaker.  It was like being hit over the head with a sledgehammer! 

This bill is a very simple bill.  It is a housekeeping bill; a tidying up bill.  It is one that has to be put in place for 
the benefit of the main act, which is the Terrorism (Preventative Detention) Act 2006.  That act enacted this 
state’s response to the Council of Australian Governments agreement.  Similarly, that was done throughout the 
whole of Australia.  Western Australia carried out its duty to ensure that there was consistent nationwide 
legislation concerning the threat of terrorism.  This amending legislation is only here today because the previous 
legislation - the main act - referred to certain sections of the Australian Security Intelligence Organisation Act 
and that act has since been amended.  As such, the clauses and references in our main act are different.  This 
amendment bill simply tidies up that so that the state act relates to the ASIO Legislation Amendment Act.  It is 
not a problem; nothing has changed.  The referrals relating to sections in the ASIO act are exactly the same.  
This is just a question of tidying up and housekeeping.  It is a very small bill.  We do not intend to keep members 
of this house occupied for as long as the previous speaker did, especially concerning bills that do not really have 
to be debated.  The previous member spoke about everything except the bill that was before the house.  This bill 
is very important because we need to be consistent with other Parliaments and the ASIO act.  The opposition is 
very happy to pass this bill.  I suspect it will go through in record time, perhaps two or three minutes.  It is two 
minutes now but by the end of the third reading it should be just three minutes, which is a record. 

DR J.M. WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [7.59 pm]:  I have just one question relating to this bill.  At the moment, 
if someone is taken into preventative detention, while he is in preventative detention no communication is 
allowed with his family or anyone outside.  This bill now means that the person can be taken out of preventative 
detention and questioned by the Australian Federal Police or ASIO.  When a person is questioned, does the 
limitation in terms of the person no longer having any contact with his family still apply?  I was under the 
impression from the briefing that at the stage when detainees were moved, the family could be notified that they 
were in detention.   

Mr R.F. Johnson:  If I may help, nothing is changed in the original act.  We are just referring to the new clause.  
They are just differently numbered clauses, but the content of the clauses is identical and nothing is changed in 
the original act. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  I just wanted confirmation of whether it stays the same and there is no contact with the 
outside. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  If I may answer by way of interjection, the situation is that they would come under the 
federal act.  I am not an expert on the federal act, but my expectation is that it would have similar provisions.   

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  They could be moved and questioned.   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Yes, under the powers of the federal act. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  They could come back and no-one would know anything about it. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  No.  I am not an expert on the federal act, but I assume it would have similar provisions that 
would limit their ability to have contact with other people.   

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  Let us say that people have been in preventive detention in Western Australia for three 
days and that they are then moved and detained by the Australian Security Intelligence Organisation for two 
days.  Would that count as part of the 14 days’ detention for which this bill gives power?   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  That is my understanding, but if I have answered incorrectly, I will get back to you later with 
the details on that. 

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a second time. 

Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading. 

Third Reading 

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta - Minister for Police and Emergency Services) [8.03 pm]:  I move - 

That the bill be now read a third time. 
I thank members opposite for helping to expedite this bill, which is quite a simple machinery bill.   
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Question put and passed. 
Bill read a third time and transmitted to the Council. 
 


